
 

 

14 October 2026 

Darragh O'Brien TD  By email: 

Minister for Climate, Energy and the Environment  Minister.OBrien@decc.gov.ie; 

Department of Climate, Energy and the Environment  darragh.obrien@oireachtas.ie 

Tom Johnson House 

Haddington Road 

Dublin 4, D04 K7X4 

 

Re: Your attendance at the launch of Power Capital Renewable Energy's RESS 2 solar portfolio, 

Mainscourt Solar Farm, Ballyboughal, September 2026 

Dear Minister, 

We are writing on behalf of AMASS following your attendance in September at the launch of Power Capital 

Renewable Energy's (PCRE) 290 MW RESS 2 solar portfolio at Mainscourt Solar Farm, Ballyboughal. 

PCRE's announcement of the launch says it welcomed you, public representatives and "members of the 

local community" to celebrate, and it tagged the post #CommunityBenefits. 

AMASS was formed in July 2025 in response to PCRE's proposed Bellville Solar Farm in East Galway, 

lodged in the name of Heron Solar Limited as planning application 26/61362. We represent more than 

1,000 residents of Abbeyknockmoy, Monivea, Ballyglunin and the adjoining townlands. 

On 30 September 2026, within weeks of the Mainscourt launch, Galway County Council refused 

permission for that application, giving 11 reasons. They include that: 

• the Council was not satisfied that the applicant had sufficient legal interest in the land, or that all 

necessary legal consents had been demonstrated; 

• adverse effects on the integrity of Lough Corrib Special Area of Conservation could not be 

excluded; 

• the archaeological assessment was deficient and incomplete, having regard to the submission of 

the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage; 

• the proposal was premature, given uncertainty over its grid connection and substation; 

• there was no evidence of consultation with ESB or EirGrid on the overhead lines crossing the site. 

We do not ask you to comment on that application, which remains open to appeal to An Coimisiún 

Pleanála. We write because the refusal confirms, in a statutory decision, much of what our community has 

said for more than a year about how this developer operates. When a Minister appears at a developer's 

commercial launch, the public reasonably reads it as an endorsement of that company. We believe you 

should have the full picture. 

Our previous correspondence 

This is not the first time AMASS has written to you. On 23 August 2025 we wrote to you about the public 

safety, groundwater and insurance risks of the battery energy storage system proposed as part of the 

Bellville project. We asked for a written acknowledgement within 10 working days and a meeting with 

AMASS representatives. On 25 August 2025 your parliamentary office told us that our letter had been 

redirected to your department office "for attention and reply". 



 

 

The reply we received came from the office of the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, 

James Browne TD. His office acknowledged our correspondence on 25 August 2025 and replied 

substantively on 23 September 2025 (ref. HPLG-MBO-02887-2025). That reply confirmed that there were 

no specific planning guidelines for solar energy development, and that guidelines, including public 

consultation requirements, were at an early scoping stage. It also noted that the Land Use Review, which 

is to inform Government decisions on renewable energy, is the responsibility of your department together 

with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 

More than a year later, to our knowledge, no solar planning guidelines have been published and there are 

still no statutory standards for how developers consult the communities affected by their projects. In that 

gap, a developer's own conduct is the only standard communities have. That is why PCRE's record 

matters. 

PCRE's engagement with our community 

1. PCRE's first public consultation event, on 26 June 2025, was poorly advertised and poorly 

attended. At a Council meeting in July 2025 the Cathaoirleach said fewer than 10 people had been 

consulted beforehand, while around 250 people attended a community meeting on the proposal. 

2. A second, in-person consultation was promised but never held. PCRE cancelled its planned 

consultation in August 2025 and in June 2026 moved to an online-only process. PCRE has cited 

concern for staff safety as a reason for not engaging in person. 

3. From August 2025 AMASS put four questions to PCRE on project scope, notification procedures 

and community benefit. After more than two months of correspondence we had no substantive 

answers and AMASS ended that correspondence on 24 October 2025. 

4. The applicant, Heron Solar Limited, was not named in PCRE's consultation material. PCRE's 

online consultation room was taken down on 12 August 2026, five days after the application was 

lodged. 

5. PCRE's chief executive, Justin Brown, described opposition as a "noisy minority" (Irish Times). By 

then more than 1,250 people had signed our petition. 

6. PCRE promotes a Community Benefit Fund for the project. That fund is simply the mandatory 

RESS contribution of €2/MWh, and it would be paid for only 15 years. On a project with a stated 

operational life of 40 years, the community would receive nothing for the remaining 25. 

Oakwood South 

1. On 16 March 2026 the Council issued Enforcement Notice EN25/202 against Kings Valley Farm 

Limited, the landowner, for unauthorised land clearance, an access track and stone crushing at 

Oakwood South, within the zone of notification of Recorded Monument GA058-078. The National 

Monuments Service told the Council it became aware of the works only after they had taken place. 

Kings Valley Farm Limited consented to Heron Solar Limited applying for permission on these 

lands for a solar farm and battery energy storage site. 

2. On 2 April 2026 a PCRE spokesperson told the Irish Independent: "I can confirm that this matter 

has no connection to Power Capital, nor to any current or future plans of the company." 

3. On 29 June 2026 PCRE's Planning Manager wrote to the Council's enforcement section that he 

was "about to submit a planning application for a solar farm that includes all or some of the land" 

subject to EN25/202. The Council replied that the notice covers the total area of the folio, not only 

the area around the monument. 



 

 

4. On 10 August 2026, three days after lodgement, PCRE told the Tuam Herald that the Oakwood 

South folio was being dropped. The lodged site location plan still shows Oakwood South lands 

within the red-line boundary. 

What our community has had to do 

Because meaningful consultation was not available to us, residents have carried the burden themselves, 

as volunteers and at their own expense: 

• After PCRE cancelled its consultation, AMASS held its own information evening in Monivea in 

August 2025, and a public meeting at the local community centre on 12 July 2026. 

• Residents had five weeks to work through 98 application documents. Families spent more than 

€30,000 on expert advice to prepare their submissions. 

• Some 375 submissions and objections were lodged, including a 178-page technical report from 

AMASS. A 35-page clarification from the applicant was lodged on the final day and published only 

after submissions had closed. 

• Seven public representatives (a Senator, three TDs and three councillors) raised concerns on the 

record about the application. 

• Four residents have brought Section 160 proceedings in the Circuit Court over the works at 

Oakwood South. The trial is listed for 25 February 2027. 

The campaign has also come at a personal cost. In September 2025 community signs opposing the project 

were pulled down and destroyed, including signs handmade by local children. On Christmas Day 2025, up 

to six signs were removed in Abbeyknockmoy, one from a private garden, and, as reported in the Connacht 

Tribune, the Gardaí opened an investigation. We make no allegation as to who was responsible. We 

mention these incidents because they show what this process has done to a rural community that had no 

say in how it began. 

What we are asking of you 

PCRE's RESS 2 portfolio is supported by a state scheme under your department. Without reference to the 

Bellville application, we ask you to: 

1. Confirm whether you or your officials were briefed on PCRE's community engagement record 

before you agreed to attend the Mainscourt launch. 

2. Set out your department's position on minimum, enforceable standards of community consultation 

for utility-scale solar developers, particularly those supported through RESS. Denmark, for 

example, provides statutory compensation for loss of property value and a community acquisition 

option under its Renewable Energy Act (VE-loven). Ireland has no comparable framework. You 

have said you entered politics to "develop practical solutions that deliver real results" for 

communities; enforceable consultation standards would be one. We would also welcome an 

update on the solar planning guidelines and the Land Use Review referred to in the Housing 

Minister's reply of September 2025. 

3. Confirm that the department does not regard a developer's success in a RESS auction, or a 

Ministerial appearance at its launch, as evidence of community acceptance of its other projects. 

4. Set out what conditions on developer conduct, including community engagement, attach to RESS 

support, and whether a developer's conduct on its other projects in Ireland is taken into account 

when assessing eligibility for future support schemes. 



 

 

The communities living beside these developments are not opposed to renewable energy. We are asking 

for the honest, direct engagement that national policy promises and that, in our experience, PCRE has not 

provided. 

AMASS has sought a meeting with you since August 2025. You have met the company and celebrated its 

projects. We ask you to meet a small delegation from AMASS within the next 21 days. This is not a request 

for any planning commitment or for intervention in a live application. It is a request for equal access. 

You have met the company. Now meet the community. 

You have said that family and community remain at the heart of everything you do. We ask that the families 

and community of Abbeyknockmoy and Monivea be given the same consideration. 

We would be grateful for your reply, and we are happy to provide copies of the correspondence and 

documents referred to above. 

Yours sincerely, 

Brendan Cronin 

 

Brendan Cronin 

Chairman, AMASS 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


